
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, December 11, 2016, AM 
Message: “An Act of Worship” –John 12:1-11 
 
INTRODUCTION: The anointing of Jesus with the perfume and wiping his feet with the hair is 
recorded in all four Gospels.  The one in Matt. 26, the one in Mark 14, and the one in John are 
probably the same.  The one in Luke 7 is different.  The washing in Luke’s Gospel is about 
forgiveness; John’s is about worship and devotion. 
 
I.  The people named and identified: 
 A.  Martha represents service—v. 2 (Luke 10; John 11 & 12). 
 B.  Lazarus represents fellowship—v. 2. 
 C.  Mary represents worship—v. 3 (Luke 10, John 11 & 12). 
 D.  Judas Iscariot represents false worship—v. 4-6 
   
II.  Worship should be a top priority in every Christian’s life—v. 7-8 

A.  Twice Jesus commends Mary for worship. 
 1.  Here He tells them to leave her alone—v. 7 
 2.  In Luke 10 He commends her for doing a needful thing—Luke 10:41:42. 

 B.  Jesus is the object of worship—v. 7 (John 5:28). 
    “Against the day of my burying she hath done this…” 
 C.  Worship should take precedence over other things. 
  1.  In Luke it took precedence over serving. 
  2.  In John 12 it takes precedence over the poor. 
  3.  In John 4 it took precedence over location. 
 
III.  There are three componence of worship illustrated here. 
 A.  There is the component of sacrifice—v. 3 
  1.  Here the cost was expensive perfume.  (A pound, about a pint.) 
  2.  The cost is not the money involved. 
   a.  It is the sacrifice. 
   b.  It is the effort. 
   c.  It is the time. 
 B.  There is the component of humility and devotion.  “wiped his feet with her hair” 
  (Washing feet was the lowest job of a servant.)   
 C.  There is the component of concentration—v. 7 
  1.  A focus on Jesus’ sacrifice and death on Calvary. 
  2.  God is the object of our worship—the first two commandments. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Service is not wrong.  Charity is not wrong.  Obedience is not wrong.  Without 
worship all other things lose their meaning.  Worship is the one thing needed (v. 8). 
   
 


